text analysis workshop:  The art of the Essay

Objective:  dETERMINE AN AUTHOR’S POINT OF VIEW OR PURPOSE IN A TEXT. 
Name
  Date

TEXT Analysis Workshop: THE ART OF THE ESSAY,  Page 367

Note Taking

Fill in the blanks to make complete sentences that will help you remember the terms.


1.
An essay is 


2.
A formal essay explores topics in a(n) ________________ and ________________ way.


3.
An informal essay is more ________________ and may include



________________ and ________________.

Record key words to help you remember.

The purpose of an essay may be:


4.



5.



6.



7.


Essayists typically rely on these elements to express their ideas.  Define each term here.  


8.



9.



10.



11.
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Why these selections?

In the essay “Self-Reliance” and the excerpt from Nature, Ralph Waldo Emerson conveys some of the core tenets of his transcendentalist philosophy.

About these Selections

Student/Teacher’s Edition Pages: 368–377
Difficulty Level: Challenging
Readability Scores: Lexile: 1010/980; Fry: 10/7; Dale-Chall: 7.0/6.8

Summaries “Self-Reliance” In this 
excerpt from his essay, Emerson argues that 
people should trust their own judgment about what is right and wrong, rather than conform to other people’s opinions. He insists that we should feel free to change our beliefs and concludes by offering historical examples to support his view that “[t]o be great is to be misunderstood.”

Nature In this book excerpt, Emerson explores his powerful connection to nature. He says that in the presence of nature, he feels exhilarated, restored, and part of God. We delight in nature, he claims, because we 
behold in it something as beautiful as our own spiritual nature.

Engaging the Students These selections provide an opportunity to reflect on the ideals we live by. Students can consider and react to Emerson’s ideals about self-reliance and the power of nature.

Common core standards focus

•
Transcendentalism

•
Identify Theme

RI 2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text. RI 3 Analyze a complex set of ideas and explain how specific ideas interact and develop over the course of the text. RI 9 Analyze documents of literary significance for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. W 2b Develop the topic by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. W 2d Use precise language to manage the complexity of a topic. L 3 Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning and style. L 4b Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech. L 5a Interpret figures of speech in context and analyze their role in the text. L 6 Acquire and use accurately general academic words and phrases.
essential Question:  What’s Your Motto?

Focus and Motivate:  Begin by asking students to identify a motto they or someone they know live by.  Also have students read “Meet the Author.”

Focus and Motivate:  Author Biography and Did You Know? p. 369  Big Question p. 369
Teach:  Transcendentalism p. 369  Identify Theme p. 369  Vocabulary in Context p. 369
Practice and Apply: Guided Practice:  from “Self-Reliance,” pp. 370–372  from Nature, pp. 373–374 Regular students-  Use the workbook.  P. 138
Practice and Apply: After Reading  Selection Questions p. 375  5-6 ONLY
Vocabulary Practice p. 376  Academic Vocabulary in Speaking 
p. 376  Vocabulary Strategy: Words with Multiple Affixes p. 376
Grammar and Style p. 377

Writing Prompt p. 377
Assess and Reteach  Diagnostic and Selection Tests


Selection Tests A, ( REGULAR)  B/C (HONORS)   pp. 121–122, 123–124
Reteach, IF NEEDED
(
Identify Theme

(
Words with Multiple Affixes

