Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts
	Grades: 11 
	Unit Title: Unit 1: Rhetoric
Lesson: Declaration of Independence



	Lesson Overview

	Include:

· Approximate time of lesson (5 days)
· Read Background about the Declaration of Independence
· Read and analyze the Declaration of Independence
· Discuss the Declaration of Independence in a Socratic Seminar (Formative)

· Respond using text support to one of the Essential Questions (Summative Grade)

· Create a personal Declaration of Independence 

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	Consider: 
· Review Annotation directions.
· Make copies of the Declaration of Independence so that students can annotate them.

	Essential Question

	 What is an American?

What is independence?

Is there a limit to freedom?

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson
RI.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RI.5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.  

SL.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.  

SL.1b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.  

W.1a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

W.2b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.  

	 Student Outcomes

	· SWBAT cite strong textual evidence to support analysis of the Declaration of Independence, analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure of the Declaration of Independence, come to a discussion prepared and work with peers to promote civil discussions based on the Declaration of Independence


	Materials

	· KWL charts
· Copies of the Declaration of Independence

· Questions for before reading

· http://dcpsliteracycafe.weebly.com/uploads/2/9/8/3/29831361/declaration_of_independence_tdq.pdf
· http://dcpsliteracycafe.weebly.com/uploads/2/9/8/3/29831361/blank_outline_literary_essay.pdf 


	Pre-Assessment

	· Unit 1 Diagnostic provided by the department

	Lesson Procedure

	· Day 1: Warm Up: Bell Ringer will be on the Power Point Slides Daily
· Bell Ringer: What does it mean to you to be an American?
· Discuss Bell Ringer Answers

· Students Create a KWL on the topic the Declaration of Independence and Thomas Jefferson
· Watch video clip on American Revolution and Declaration of Independence: http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/declaration-of-independence/videos
· Students add to the L column of the KWL chart

· Students work in partners to complete the activity exploring the declaration of independence

Q+A on Thomas Jefferson and the declaration of Independence. 
Day 2 
· Bell Ringer: Write at least 3 sentences about what you know about The Declaration of Independence/Thomas Jefferson.
· Share/Discuss the bell ringer

· Pass out copies of The Declaration of Independence
· Read the first paragraph together and annotate/think aloud to model for student look for
· Students should have a sheet of notebook paper labeled: Questions for Discussion: The Declaration of Independence

· Paragraph 2: Read aloud/annotate with student help
· Allow students to read/annotate the remainder of the document and come up with at least 5 upper level thinking, text-dependent questions for the socratic seminar (Provide a list of text-dependent questions and they can use 3 of those for their questions and create 2 original ones_
Come up with responses to your own questions or the essential questions that use text evidence so that you will be able to generate points during the graded socratic seminar

According to the text: What is an American?

What is independence?

Is there a limit to freedom?
· Closure Q and A

Day 3 

Bell Ringer: Is there a limit to freedom?
Finish answering the 5 questions you were to prepare for the Seminar

Desks should be arranged in a circle

Go over the rules and grading procedures for a Socratic Seminar: 1 point for contributing, 2 points for contributions with the use of text evidence, -1 for calling out while others are speaking

Socratic Seminar Discussion
Closure: What is one insight or take away from today’s discussion? 

Day 4

Bell Ringer: To you, what is the most important or relevant statement in the Declaration of Independence? 

Summative Assessment: Using all your notes from the seminar and your annotated copy of the Independence, write a 5 paragraph essay responding to one of the 3 essential questions: What is an American?

What is independence?

Is there a limit to freedom?
(an outline will be provided)

Day 5: Bell Ringer: How would life be different if America had not fought and gained its independence from Britatin?
Creative Follow Assignment: Use The Declaration of Independence as a model to create your own declaration of independence from something that you feel is holding you back or placing unreasonable limits and expectations. Use the model of the form of the document to create your own document.

Extra credit: Handwrite it your declaration of independence and age the paper, burn the edges and make it look like a historical document

	Lesson Closure

	Q+A relate to the declaration of independence
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