
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xBRo-LORA8I


There’s an old proverb 
that states, “The pen is 

mightier than the 
sword.” Jonathan Swift 
wielded his pen like a 

rapier, using it to slash 
away at injustice. 

Though some may claim 
the power of the pen is 

greatly diminished these
days, people still fight 

injustice with words—in 
speeches, in newspapers 
and magazines, in blogs, 
and using social media. 

Brainstorm a list of 
methods people use to 
fight injustice. Then 

think of a contemporary 
example of injustice. It 

may be a local, a 
national, or a global 

issue. 

With your group, 
discuss which method or 
methods would be most 
effective in publicizing 

and possibly leading to a 
solution to the problem.



Welcome 
to me 

, 
lads!

U2 could 
learn to 
love my 
country!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QdjkWcVKP-s
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Ireland has a 
very bleak 
history, 
though. 

I will show 
you a glimpse 
of Ireland’s 

sorrow…



The feeling was mutual: 
Swift was no fan of the 
English rule, as he made 

abundantly clear in a 
series of political 

pamphlets.

Although he spent 
plenty of time 

gallivanting around 
the London literary 
scene with buddies 

Joseph Addison, 
Alexander Pope, and 

John Gay…

…he was a 
reluctant 

Irishman who 
made his home in 
"wretched Dublin, 

in miserable 
Ireland.” 

Despite occasionally 
trashing his stomping 
grounds, Swift was 

equally critical of the 
British. 

In short, he was a 
crotchety guy who 
was often accused 
of hating on just 
about everybody.

Then, we 
should be 
friends!



Don't be fooled by 
Swift's lighthearted 
irony: After he gets 
through detailing the 
nutritional value of a 
one-year-old, he gets 

in a couple of jabs 
about England's 

greed. 

And just like The Tonight 
Show Starring Jimmy 

Fallon, you're just as likely 
to see an interview with a 

presidential candidate 
alongside a celebrity spoof.

That's the thing 
with good satire—
if you don't pay 
attention, you 

might get a 
instead of a moral.

How ‘bout 
more 

for the heck 
of it? 

What’d ya
say?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0BYqzdiuJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2DgwPG7mAA


What is satire?

While Alexander Pope is generally
sympathetic to his satirical targets, Swift’s
work is darker and more biting—read “The
Rape of the Lock.”
Satire is a literary technique in which
people’s behaviors or society’s institutions
are ridiculed for the purpose of bringing
about social reform.

Swift used satire to comment on specific
political and cultural concerns that angered
and offended him. One of the satirist’s most
reliable tools is verbal irony, in which what is
said is the opposite of what is meant. As you
read “A Modest Proposal,” did you notice
how Swift used verbal irony and sarcasm—
the use of a mocking, ironic tone—to present
his seemingly rational proposal?

Verbal Irony
What verbal irony does Swift use in
each of the following parts of “A
Modest Proposal”?

• the title of the essay
• lines 59–60 (“I shall now . . .
least objection.”)
• lines 135–145 (“Some
persons . . . evils to come.”)

Evaluate
Regardless of your emotional
response to the essay, do you
consider the proposal to be well
supported? Explain why or why not.

Context
The 18th century is often called the
Age of Reason because advances in
science and technology fueled
belief that governments could
apply rational thought to solve
many social problems. Swift, a
traditionalist, was often skeptical of
new ideas. In what ways does “A
Modest Proposal” reflect this
attitude?


