Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts
	Grades: 11 
	Unit Title: Unit 1: Rhetoric
Lesson: Letter to John Adams



	Lesson Overview

	Include:

· Approximate time of lesson (2-3 days)
· Video Clip Introducing John and Abigail Adams
· Read and analyze the Letter to John Adams
· Discuss the Declaration of Independence in a Socratic Seminar (Formative) page 262
· Read Text Analysis on Diction and the Reading Strategy on Primary Sources page 259
· Create a letter to the editor supporting or refuting a statement and using evidence 

· Address a Counterclaim

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	Consider: 
· Copies of the Letter to John Adams for students to annotate
· Double entry journal: Inequities women in Abigail Adams’ time faced and the Inequities women face today

	Essential Question

	 What is inequity? 

What is a claim and how do you support? 

What is counterclaim and how do you refute it?


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson
RI.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

W.1a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

W.2b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.  

	 Student Outcomes

	· SWBAT analyze persuasive techniques and analyze emotional appeals, write a letter to the editor that makes a claim, uses text support, makes a counterclaim, and refutes the counterclaim.


	Materials

	Video Clip on John and Abigail Adams
Textbook page 262

Samples of Letters to the Editor

Double Entry Journal on Inequities for Women during 2 time periods

Laptops for final copies

	Pre-Assessment

	· Informal discussion on inequity

	Lesson Procedure

	· Day 1: Warm Up: Bell Ringer will be on the Power Point Slides Daily
· Bell Ringer: What is inequity and do you see it in your daily?
· Discuss Bell Ringer Answers

· Watch video clip on John and Abigail Adams
· Read information on diction and primary sources page 259

· Read Letter to John Adams page 262

· Exit ticket: Identify 2-3 inequities that Abigail Adams faced (cite evidence from the text) (formative assessment)
Day 2 
· Warm Up: Have students list starred (strong) evidence of inequities on the board.
· Copy the list of inequities and text support on the left side of your double-sided entry journal 
· Do women face any of these inequities today?
· Write a list of inequities women still face or evidence that there is no longer gender inequality and use specific examples 

· Introduce the summative assessment: Abigail Adams makes an argument in her letter against the “arbitrary power” of men. Write a letter to the editor of a local paper in which you support or refute this statement: An amendment guaranteeing women’s rights is necessary because women still face many of the inequities they faced in Adams’ time. Support your claim with evidence.

· Write a thesis statement that either supports or refutes the claim. (exit ticket)
· Introduce sample letters to the editor

Day 3 

Warm Up: Review of thesis statements. Starred effective thesis statements are shared on board.

Students will be given a chance to revise thesis statements for greater effectiveness. 

Close reading of a letter to the editor 
Students identify the claim, the evidence provided, the counterclaim, and the refutation

Students write letters to the editor (Summative)



	Lesson Closure

	Students submit final letters
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